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Thrive is One Eighty’s enrichment 
course for schools. It is a six week 
course designed to help young people 
learn valuable life skills through 
skateboarding. 

Each week has a worksheet based 
around a different theme such as 
Making Choices, Good Health and 
Perseverance. The young people spend 
the first ten minutes of the session 
going through the worksheet and 
setting targets based around the theme.  
They then have the rest of the session to 
complete this target, and get their sheet 
signed by a staff member. If they pass 
every week, they complete the course 
and get a Thrive certificate. 

The course has been brilliant for young 
people who learn in a more active 
way. It also helps schools provide 

innovative and exciting enrichment 
and extra-curricular activities. We have 
run successful courses in Culverhay, 
Somervale, Writhlington and Norton 
Hill Schools.  We have also run one-
off events at Beechen Cliff and King 
Edward’s school. 

We have seen young people increasing 
their confidence, trying new things and 
most importantly, learning how to apply 
those skills to their lives. A young lad 
with dyspraxia, who turned up to one 
course, said he would never be able 
to skateboard because of his disability. 
Through working with one of our 
staff and after lots of encouragement, 
he stood up and rode a skateboard 
successfully for the first time, which 
gave his confidence a massive boost! 

Christian Unions, 
Lessons and 
Assemblies
 
Bath YFC continues to work with local 
schools taking assemblies at Christmas 
and Easter.  Last year we took our festival 
assemblies to several thousand young 
people across the city and will continue 
with this approach in the coming 
year.  We have also been involved in 
the delivery of lessons on ‘Christian 
Spirituality’ at Beechen Cliff School and 
ran a ‘Graffiti Workshop’ with the arts 
department at St. Gregory’s School.  We 
have visited Christian Unions in the 
last year and hope that with the arrival 
of our Schools Work Manager in 2009 
we will be able to increase our support 
of young Christians in the secondary 
schools as well as developing our 
involvement in the school curriculum.
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Our mobile skate project continues to 
grow, with more staff and areas of work 
than ever! We aim to take the good 
news relevantly to skaters through 
weekly indoor skate sessions using our 
ten piece mobile skate park, detached 
work at the local skate park, events 
for other organisations, youth groups 
and churches, a Junior Leadership 
Scheme and Switch, our introduction to 
Christianity course written specially for 
skateboarders. We also offer consultancy 
to others working with skaters and 
work with the local council and skate 
community to improve existing skate 
provision in the city. 

Our first ever Switch course saw eleven 
young people exploring the basics 
of the Christian faith through group 
work, discussion, skateboarding and 
a weekend away. The original dream 
of One Eighty was fulfilled as nine of 
these young people made first time 
commitments to God. Memories from 
that weekend will remain with us 
forever; seeing young people praying for 
their friends and sharing their dreams 
of a One Eighty Skate Team that tours 
schools teaching skateboarding and 
proclaiming the Christian faith!

We absolutely love being the hands and 
feet of Jesus; by reaching out to young 
people who are often marginalised 
because of their subculture; coming up 
with creative and innovative ways to 
proclaim the gospel; and seeing young 
skaters discipled in the Christian faith.  

One Eighty

One Eighty is a TES supported ministry
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Detached work is a part of One Eighty. 
It’s mission statement is ‘to form 
relationships with young people who 
are in or linked to the skate subculture 
of Bath who would not usually attend 
One Eighty sessions.’

Adam, Josh and Gonz work two weekly 
sessions at the local skate park.  They 
skate with and get to know the young 
people, telling them about One Eighty 
and referring on to other agencies/
services where appropriate.  We have 
seen at least ten new One Eighty 
members as a direct result of detached 
work, which is fantastic. 

Jake was a young lad I met whilst on 
detached, he was a friend of a 180 
member. We got chatting and he told 
me about his life; how his Mum was 

an alcoholic and had kicked him out of 
home. He was now in foster care and 
didn’t know where his dad was. He 
had also just got into trouble at school 
for drugs and graffiti. I told him about 
the Graff project and since then he has 
attended regularly, has stayed out of 
trouble and improved his art massively. 
He continues to ask lots of questions 
about Christianity. 

Simon met our detached workers about 
a year ago, and developed a good 
relationship with them. He decided 
to come along to One Eighty and the 
Graff project and enjoyed both so 
much he came on the Switch course. 
Simon decided to become a Christian 
and is just about to enter our Junior 
Leadership Scheme!

Graff is a project run with the “Anti-
Graffiti Partnership”, reaching out to 
young people who are involved in illegal 
graffiti. We hold a weekly project where 
approximately 5 – 10 young people 
attend who have been referred through 
youth workers, the police, schools or 
the Youth Offending Team. They spend 
the time at the project sketching ideas, 
chatting to youth workers, listening 
to the ‘Think Slot’ and of course, spray 
painting using our massive collection 
of spray cans and outdoor boards. We 
also do occasional community pieces 
and murals. Graff is the only project of 
its kind in the country and was recently 
presented as a leading example of 
innovation at a South West Crime 
Prevention Conference. It is an exciting 
and dynamic project, reaching young 
people that are often criminalised, 
rejected and misunderstood by society.

The project has impacted both 
individual young people; One young 
man who attends the project bumped 
into Nick, our project manager in the 
park one night. He opened up to Nick 
about some of the things going on in 
his life and Nick was able to pray for him.  

And the local community; Since starting 
the project, illegal graffiti statistics in 
Bath have been reduced dramatically, 
and stayed low. At least two young 
people have completely stopped 
doing illegal graffiti since joining the 
project, and others have changed their 
thinking and become more aware of the 
negative consequences of their actions. 
Graff has made a tangible and sustained 
difference to our city and will continue 
to do so.

Graff

One Eighty Detached
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Fuse is a drop-in youth group, run by 
young people for young people. It runs 
every Wednesday at Hay Hill Baptist 
Church from 7-9pm. The majority of 
the evening is free time, where young 
people play pool, table football, air 
hockey, table tennis, listen to music and 
chat. It provides a safe environment for 
them to relax with their friends. There is 
a short talk during the evening, which 
is delivered by young people, reflecting 
on an aspect of the Christian faith. The 
team also make space for response, 
prayer and discussion.

Fuse works with young people 
to develop them in leading, 
communicating and serving others.  It is 
inspiring working with a team of young 
people, seeing them take ownership of 
the project, deliver talks and engage in 
mission with their peers.

After a weekend away in Autumn 2008 
one young person who came wrote the 
following to Bath YFC:

“The trip has helped me regain 
something that I’d thought I’d lost; 
faith. You’ve helped me find my way 
back to God, and then some. I’ve 
been a Christian before, but I never 
truly understood or appreciated what 
God had done for us or who He really 
was. I feel that through you God has 
spoken to me and helped guide me 
back to Him. For this I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. Thank you for 
reaching out to me.”
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Motus Dance Academy, now over two 
years old, is run by Sam Ludwell who has 
taught dance with Bath YFC for over five 
years.  Thanks to funding from Youth 
Bank, Motus now runs on a Thursday 
and Friday early evening and this has 
been an important development in the 
growth of the project.

There has been a lot of change over 
the last year.  Currently between 20-30 
young people, including a couple of 
lads, come along to learn hip-hop and 
street dance every week.  Once a month 
the groups get together for a meal 
where they will spend time just relaxing 
together and discussing issues that are 
important to them.  These range from 
health matters to discussions about the 
Christian faith.  

During the year the group also performs 
at various events, these have included 
the Motus annual dance event; a 
performance at a music and jazz cafe  
at The Mission Theatre; and the Youth 
Bank Showcase.

Since September 2008 the more 
experienced dancers have taken a 
greater responsibility in teaching one 
another and it is brilliant to see the 
development of peer teaching going on.

During this academic year Sam is 
supported by Rachel, who is doing a gap 
year with Bath YFC.  The positive impact 
of having an extra member of staff has 
already been significant.  During 2009, 
with several performances under their 
belts we hope to see the Motus Dance 
Show take place!

Motus Dance Academy
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Pinnacle Youth Outreach
Elsiesriver in Cape Town

Working in Partnership

Pinnacle Youth Outreach is a brilliant 
project based in a community called 
Elsiesriver in Cape Town and is run  
by a worker supported by Bath YFC 
called Jerome. (See picture on the right)

The relationship has a very organic 
feel, as the initial seed of an idea to get 
involved that was sown in 2006 has 
grown from short-term visits both ways 
and begun to flourish.  We are currently 

able, in partnership with a couple of 
local churches, to fund Jerome to work 
with local young people struggling 
to deal with issues such as drug and 
alcohol addiction and gang culture.

In the initial six months of Jerome being 
in post, lives have been deeply impacted 
as Nolan’s story makes clear...

Nolan, 23 years old, was involved in 
one of the most notorious gangs in 
Elsiesriver and his five year addiction to 
‘tic’ (crystal meth.) forced him to steal 
and do whatever necessary for drug 
money. It all started by giving into peer 
pressure as a teenager; trying softer 
drugs such as cannabis that left him 
wanting more and continuing to chase 
that first experience resulting in a life 
controlled by the drug.
Excited by life and five months clean, 

Nolan now smiles, 
acknowledging 
believing in 
God; who has 
transformed his 
life and given him 
a new identity. 
Having relapsed eight times Nolan 
himself says that what has kept him off 
drugs this time is the relationship he 
has with Jerome and the support group; 
that they pray together and talk about 
their cravings, and that Jerome does not 
judge but is willing to give someone like 
Nolan a chance, and trust him when no-
one else would have.

Bath YFC and Hay Hill Baptist Church 
have pledged to continue to support 
Jerome’s work for another year as  
we try to make the work locally 
financially sustainable.  

Bath YFC loves working in partnership; 
most of our work only happens because 
we work alongside others with a shared 
vision.  Below are some of the other 
areas of partnership work we have been 
and continue to be involved in.

This year Bath YFC has been at the heart 
of facilitating mission across the city of 
Bath under Hope 08.  It has been brilliant 
to be involved with and see churches 
working together to take the good news 
of Jesus in words and deeds to their 
local communities.  Highlights included: 
Bath’s Biggest BBQ on the 12th July, 
which saw burgers flipped throughout 
the day from breakfast to tea-time 
across the city as churches opened up 
their doors.  There have been mission 
weekends, including one in the west 
of the city that saw several young 
people make first time commitments.  
Christians have been getting their hands 
dirty with ‘Skip days’ and park painting.  
Encouragingly, there is a desire to see 
the outreach continue beyond 2008.  

Furthermore, it has been wonderful to 
see the launch of the Street Pastors and 
Hope in Our Schools initiatives that look 
to leave a legacy of transformation for 
years to come!

Bath YFC is excited to be working with 
young people engaging in mission with 
their peers and we seek to support them 
as much as possible.  Autumn 2008 has 
seen another Youth Alpha course run by 
young people take place and it has been 
a privilege for Bath YFC to be involved, 
working with other youth workers in 
the City and partnering these mission-
minded young people.

Bath YFC continues to facilitate the 
networking of Christian youth workers in 
Bath.  The group comes together once 
a month, with no agenda other than to 
share stories, eat together and pray.  It 
is a great opportunity to network and 
has provided a solid foundation and 
springboard for youth workers to partner 
one another when opportunities arise.

Youth workers of 
Bath (YOB)
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Bath YFC would like to thank wholeheartedly those who help us do what we do.  We would not exist if it were not for the 
generous support of those listed below.  So a huge thank you to all those highlighted below and anyone we may have forgotten.

There is not the space to name every volunteer who helps Bath YFC but suffice to say that we value our volunteers very much.  
They are brilliant, serving in One Eighty, Fuse, Graff, Team ASK, steering groups, on the council of reference, helping mail out 
Partners, with finances, giving out publicity at local churches, and much more.  Bath YFC trustees are all volunteers and we want 
to acknowledge that without their commitment and support Bath YFC would not be where it is today.  

All Bath YFC volunteers we salute you!

Youth for Christ has some excellent 
resources that will help facilitate youth 
work in your club, school or local 
church.  Below, some of them are very 
briefly described and if you would like to 
know more about them please contact 
the Bath YFC office.

The majority of 11-14 year-olds have 
never heard the good news of Jesus 
in a way that is relevant to them. Rock 
Solid exists to share the gospel through 
friendships, fun and interactive activities, 
always including a challenge to respond.  
There are currently three groups 
running in Bath.

RS2 is ideal for those who are a step on 
from Rock Solid and want to deepen 
their understanding and relationship 

with Christ.  Over 5,000 11-14 year olds 
attend RS2 groups every week. There are 
currently two groups running in Bath.

Mettle is an ongoing programme, 
designed to build the essential Christ-
like qualities of courage, spirit, and 
character that will help 14-18s make 
informed choices. Mettle is easy to 
adapt for groups of any size, and 
for those with or without a church 
background. The resources are flexible, 
so you and your group can choose 
the subjects and sessions you find 
most relevant.  Whether you are 
an experienced youth-worker or a 
volunteer just starting out, you will find 
plenty in these resources to challenge 
and inspire.

This new and improved, re-written Art 
of Connecting resource, run over 7 
weeks,will excite and encourage young 
people to examine their own story 
and journey with Jesus, to connect 
genuinely with their friends and their 
‘stories,’ and throughout – to go deeper 
in their knowledge of God’s story. 
The Art of Connecting resource 
is endorsed by the Youthwork 
Partnership and aims to serve you in 
your Youthwork with 11-18s. Based 
around exploring ‘My Story’, ‘Their Story’, 
and ‘God’s Story’, this will encourage 
young Christians to adopt ‘connecting’ 
effectively with others into their  
daily lifestyle.

Youth Work Resources

Raising a glass to those who 
support the work of Bath YFC

Volunteers

Individuals from across the city of Bath 
and beyond

Churches from across the city of Bath 
and its environs

The Evangelisation Society

Bath Municipal Charities and St. John’s 
Hospital

The Diocese of Bath and Wells

The Evangelisation Society

www.wenetwork.co.uk

Kenneth Copeland Ministries

The Youth Bank

Bath Half Marathon Fund

The Alfred Haines Charitable Trust

Crimebeat

BANES Council

The Greenbelt Trust

Police Community Trust

Community Safety & Drugs Partnership
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The work of Bath YFC just wouldn’t be possible without the ongoing financial support for our work.  This year has seen some amazing growth 
both in giving and the work of Bath YFC, but we don’t want it to stop there.  The Bath YFC budget is always a challenge and giving just a small 
amount regularly will make a difference.  Here’s an idea of what even a small increase in giving can help us provide:
£5/month can help the Hope in our Schools initiative become a reality
£10/month over the course of a year enables us to put on 12 school assemblies
£20/month over the course of a year enables us to run three months of Rock Solid
£25/month over the course of a year pays for Bath YFC to rent Centre 69 where we put on 180 and Graff
£40/month over the course of a year pays to put on a Fuse evening every Wednesday evening
£50/month over the course of a year pays for Motus Dance academy for 6 months
£100/month over the course of a year would pay for a year out team member’s accommodation for a whole year

We would ask that you would prayerfully consider giving to Bath YFC.  We thank the Lord for the way in which He has provided for the 
organisation during the past year and trust Him for his continued guidance and support for the running of this work and its finances.

Partnering Bath YFC

Response Form:
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel: _ _________________________________________________________________  Email: ______________________________________

Please tick relevant option:

  I would like to start giving £5  /  £10  /  £20  / ____________________________  per month 

  I would like to increase my current monthly donation by £5  /  £10  / _________  per month

starting on the 12th day of the next month to make a difference to the lives of young people in Bath by making a monthly standing order to:  
Bath Youth for Christ, Barclays Bank, 37 Milsom St, Bath, BA1 1DW, account number: 60145203, sort code: 20-05-06

From: my/our account (name) _ _______________________________________________________________________________________

Account no _________________________________________________________  Sort Code ______________________________________

Signature _______________________________________________________________  Date ______________________________________

  I would like to give a donation of__________________________towards the work of Bath YFC (please make cheques payable to ‘Bath YFC’)

  I would like to pray for the work of Bath YFC, please send me the newsletter and prayer diary 

Gift Aid Declaration:

If you are a taxpayer and would like to gift aid your donation please read below and sign

I want Bath YFC to treat all donations made from the date of this declaration, until I notify you otherwise, as gift aid donations 

Signature: _ ___________________________________________ Date: _ ________________________    Please return form to address below

You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying Bath YFC
You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that Bath YFC reclaims on your donations in the tax year
If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer fulfil the previous requirement then it is your responsibility to notify Bath YFC
If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return
If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for gift aid, please ask your local tax office
Please notify Bath YFC if you change your name or address.

Please return this form to:
Bath Youth For Christ, c/o Hay Hill Baptist Church, Fountain Buildings, Bath,  BA1 5DU

Taking the good news relevantly to every young person in Bath.  Bath YFC is a registered charity. No: 1067198


