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The Director Writes

The lost art of taking opportunities

Programs, diaries, meetings, processes, policies, plans, schedules and
so on seem to exercise some sort of control over my life.

It seems | have come to find security in the planned and predictable,
a world where | map the next umpteen weeks out.

Have | lost the art of taking an opportunity?

So it was that after Christmas into this pre-planned existence Bath

YFC returned to be confronted by new opportunities. In the
background, staff changes were starting to happen. Was it really the
time to be embracing new opportunities, after all we hadn’t planned to?!
Emails from Hayesfield School meant we were suddenly organising an
after school girl’s football club, a new Christian Union and planning an
art academy! New opportunities to work with some of the boys ‘at-risk’
of exclusion arose in Culverhay School and a local church just outside Bath

wanted to talk about working together to run monthly outreach events with One Eighty.
You get the picture. God’s not running a programme; it is a revolution, not in the clichéd
and over-used sense but truly turning things on their head, offering a kingdom where the
weak are made strong and apparent folly challenges man’s wisdom. He is doing this,
challenging us to be open to the opportunities he puts in our way to bring it about in
partnership with him. It often comes from the most unexpected and unlooked for places;
situations arise where we have maybe a moment or a month to discern how to respond;
trying to work out if this is something worth exploring.

Will we dare deviate from our pre-planned existence! VWhat if Moses had ignored the
burning bush or David had ignored Goliath? What if Peter had kept fishing or the Samaritan
walked on by? We are exploring these exciting opportunities and some are already being
acted upon, as yoU'll read in the schools update. We've taken the decision to combine the
Hope in Our Schools newsletter with Partners. In part this is about better use of resources
but it is also about making sure we inform as many people as possible, with what is happening
across Bath, what God is doing and how we are seeking to take the opportunities that arise.
Please do pray for us that we will be open to where God shows us that he is at work and
that we will join him. Opportunity knocks. Do we hear it? How will we respond?
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