CAN YOU HELP?
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$ QHZ \HDU DQG DOPRVW DQ HQWLUHC
KHDGLQJ XS WKH GHWDFKHG ZRUN IR
\HDUV KHUH DQG , P UHDOO\ H[FLWHG
*RG ZLOO GLUHFW XV RQ WR ZDON $C
MRXUQH\ DUH *RQ] DQG -RVK ZKR DU
EOH PHPEHUVHWMNKH G $TOADHFD G\ LQ W
ILUVW WZR PRQWKY RI WKH QHZ WHUF
ZDUG OHDSV DQG ERXQGV LQ WKH EX!
VKLSV ZLWK WKH \RXQJ SHRSOH ZKR I
9LFWRULD 3DUN DQG RWKHU VNDWHE
%DWK $V ZHOO DV EXLOGLQJ UHODWI|
SHRSOH ZKR FRPH WR 2QH (LJKW\ DW
KDYH EHHQ JUHDW RSSRUWXQLWLHV \
DJH JURXS *RQ] KDV PDGH D SDUWRL RQNUIBRRBLWHWYWQW V
FRXSOHWRHVKHIRP WKH %DWK XQLYHUVLWLHV

0\ KRSH IRU WKH IXWXUH RI GHWDF®HG
WXDOO\ 2QH (LJKW\ ZLOO KDYH D GDLO\

ODLQF\ :HOO HQRXJK RI WKLV RQH I
ZRUNLQJ KHUH DQG LW LV H[FLWLQ
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Having spent a week in Elsiesriver during
September 08 | can testify that lives are
being transformed one young person at a
time as a result of the sponsorship Bath
YFC have been providing for Jerome to
work for the past 6 months. Since my visit
in 2007, Pinnacle Youth Outreach have
applied for ‘NPO’ or charity status to give
them a foundation to build on and as well
as the Coffee Bar outreach that uses the
church building, Jerome is now a facilitator
for a drug support group in the community.
He has built up networks with social work-
ers working under the South African Na-
tional Council for Alcolohism and Drug
Abuse (SANCADA) and his work is linked
to the department for social development
and their respective government targets to
tackle the growing drug culture.

Nolan, 23 years old, told me of his involve-
ment in one of the most notorious gangs in
Elsiesriver and his five year addiction to
‘tic’ (crystal meth.) that forced him to steal
and do what ever necessary for drug
money. It all started by giving into peer
pressure as a teenager trying softer drugs
such as cannabis that left him wanting

more. | am told that you never again experi- Diana
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ence the first high you get from ‘tic’ and are
left taking more and more to chase that first
experience, resulting in a life controlled by
the drug.

Excited by life and 5 months clean Nolan
now smiles, acknowledging believing in
God who has transformed his life and given
him a new identity. Having relapsed 8 times
Nolan himself says that what has kept him
off drugs this time is the relationship he has
with Jerome and the support group, that
they pray together and talk about their crav-
ings and that Jerome does not judge but is
willing to give someone like Nolan a chance
and trust him when no-one else would
have.

| can see that Jerome is living out his call-
ing in the community of Elsiesriver and he
has grown in faith and confidence. He ac-
knowledges that it is God’s work he is busy
with, that he doesn’t have the skills to coun-
sel these youngsters but everyday asks for
wisdom to help them.

The reality however is that for every story
of hope and success the desperate need of
S0 many others is apparent. Jerome is
trusting that God will come through for the
work that has only just begun to scratch the
surface of the issues young people face in
this community and so please also pray for
guidance as we seek to understand the
next step in || -

our support
for our
brothers
and sisters
in South
Africa.




