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Six years ago | wrote in this column that the ‘local church’ in Bath engaged with about 600
young people each week out of a population of about 13,000. | went on to wonder what might
happen over the following years. You have been with us on that journey and six years on |
felt it would be good to have a clearer picture of just what youth and schools work is being
delivered by the Christian community in Bath. With this thought, and not realising what it
would mean for my workload, | asked those working with young people (10-19 year olds) in
Bath to fill out a form about what they did, how many people were involved and questions
about the depth of interaction. | have to be honest, as | started wading through the responses,
| wondered what | had got myself into! It was worth it! What became clear is that the
Christian community in Bath is engaging with about 1400 young people every week through
group work, one to one work, bible study, sports activities, art projects and youth cafes. In
other words, work that is building relationships. We are currently building relationships with
over | 1% of Bath’s 10-19 population, add in weekly school assemblies at Christian schools in
the city and you have a figure nearer 20% of 10-19s experiencing something of the Christian
faith in Bath each week! The research also reflected the huge investment churches are
continuing to make into youth work at a time when others are having to cut back. It showed
how faith was being shared and that youth workers are engaging in mission that is whole person
orientated, providing not just safe social spaces but also the opportunity for young people to
explore faith. Please go to www.bathyfc.co.uk, where you can download the full report or feel
free to call the office and we will post you a copy.
When | wrote about youth work delivered by the Christian community six years ago |
considered Nehemiah, who had been confronted by the stark reality of the state of Jerusalem.
Having been confronted with the stark reality of mission work to young people in Bath six
years ago | believe the Christian community has responded by taking seriously its mission to
young people. We should be encouraged and praise God for what he is doing. However, as
in Nehemiah’s time, rebuilding the walls was not without its challenges and this research offers
more challenges. The question | am asking is, how do we continue to partner God in building
his Kingdom in Bath and what does that look like in practice? | hope you are as encouraged as
| am by what God is doing. Please do read the report and please continue to pray with us as
we outwork His mission in Bath and the surrounding area.
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yQOu CAN NOW GIVE TO THIS WORK VIA TEXT.
. ==l  Simply text ‘BYFCI| £5" (or other amount) to 70070 to
LLEITLLLR  help bring lasting change in the lives of young people in Bath.
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For all our supporters of Bath YFC, our annual Partners Evening
and AGM will be next March 15th 2012 from 7.30pm (venue thc)
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FROM OUR NEW GAP YEAR
VOLUNTEERST

Hi, I'm Georgie Treneary. I'm 17 and from JT —
Aberdeen, although I have been living in | ]
Merseyside for the past two years. I heard
about the YFC one gap year at C.L.A.N Gathering
in St Andrews last year and knew God was calling
me to do it. I am really excited to be placed
at Bath YFC as it’s a beautiful city and have
heard there is a lot going on. This year I am
looking forward to working with the youth cafes,
Motus Dance Academy and I'm looking forward to
meeting new people. I am excited to see what
God has to teach me and what else He has planned

for me this year.

—\ Hello Tna Holly Taglor T am 18, T come from Herefordshire
and have just finished doing A’ Levels in English Language,
Boychology and Spanish. T led the CU at both my secondary
school and Oth form College and from this and other Youth
projects T was involved in T felt called into youth work. T
am only doing six months here in Bath as T am getting
married inJuly, but T pray that my time here will be
used to its full potentiall Some of the time T will be in
St Saviours Church, but T will mainly be working throngh

YEC in the youth cafs around Bath (Weston, Beechen
, ClfE, Oldfield Tark and City Centre). T am looking forward to
meeting lots of new people and am excited alout serving God and sharing
His unconditional love and acceptance with the Young people of Bathl







