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Report on audit of Christian faith based youth and schools work 

Purpose of this research 

About six years ago Bath YFC conducted an audit of Christian faith based youth work delivery which suggested that the Christian faith communit in Bath was 

engaging with about 500-600 young people each week and that about 250 of those came from a non-church background.  Over the last five years there has 

been a growth in the number of Christian youth workers in Bath and the surrounding area and the amount of work going on in communities and schools in 

the area.  With this in mind I set about some brief and limited research to see what the impact of that apparent growth in resource and provision has been 

in terms of young people engaged with.   

With national government talking about Big Society, volunteering and the role of the faith and voluntary sector we wanted to understand how much time is 

being given to youth and schools work in Bath and the surrounding area.   

Furthermore the church, so it is sometimes quoted, is “the only organisation that exists for the benefit of its non-members”.  I wanted to find out if that was 

true.  In essence does the church in Bath simply seek to maintain and protect the young people it has or does it give itself to the young people in Bath 

whatever their background and relationship with the local church. 

The research focused on weekly contact with young people aged 10-19 because whilst any opportunity for Christians to engage with young people is 

important it is the regular, consistent and committed provision for young people that is more likely to make a difference in their lives. 

 There can be a danger in this sort of research to exaggerate the contact had with young people.  By putting in the requirement that provision needed to be 

weekly we have tried to offer statistics that do not simply state how many young people are engaged with but to show that the engagement is rooted in 

activity that will build relationships with young people. 

Finally, we wanted to understand the depth of the interactions on two levels.  Firstly simply in terms of the interaction itself, what was the quality?  After all 

the quality of the interaction is intimately related to the possibility of building meaningful relationships that make a difference.  Secondly in terms of faith, 

what was the depth of interaction?  The mission of the church includes evangelism, so how are we doing?  The section on interaction levels is, it is 

acknowledged, a little subjective but hopefully gives an indication about the quality of interactions between young people and youth workers in different 

contexts. 

Terminology - I have used the term ‘Christian faith community’ as a collective term to describe churches and Christian faith based organisations. 
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Summary 

This research shows that, of a population of about 12,5351 10-19 year olds in Bath, the Christian faith community are meeting weekly with 1399 10-19 year 

olds every week which is 11.2% of the Bath 10-19 population.   

Whilst numbers of 10-19 year olds have dropped from the 2001 census figures of just over 13,000, the number of young people the Christian faith 

community are engaging with weekly has increased dramatically since the research Bath YFC carried out in 2005.  In 2005 the Christian faith community 

were working with about 600 young people every week which was 4.6% of the 10-19 population.  This research shows that the local Christian faith 

community are now engaging with more than double that number. 

Furthermore the research highlights the level of commitment of the Christian faith community in Bath to young people as illustrated by the 5000 hours of 

youth and schools work delivered each year. 

Finally the report comments on the depth of interactions with young people and presents a picture of youth work being delivered where relationships are 

at the heart. 

The report concludes by highlighting encouragements and challenges thrown up by the report and finishes with a few recommendations for how the 

Christian faith community could sustain and grow youth and schools work delivery in the years to come. 

Research  

A very simple and crude approach was taken to doing the research, which was a basic table asking respondents to fill out what they did, when it was, 

frequency, how many young people came etc.  I also asked about how many staff and volunteers were involved in the work and how many hours they 

contributed.  When the ‘number of hours worked’ were not included I made an estimate which was 2 hours per week per volunteer/worker.  This is based 

on the likelihood that a volunteer will give 1-1.5 hours of time for delivery of youth work with 0.5-1 hour of preparation for the session.  An example of the 

research questionnaire can be found at the end of this document in Appendix 1. 

Response 

Fourteen churches, three organisations and one school responded to the questionnaire.   

                                                           
1
 According to B&NES resident child data http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/educationandlearning/childrensservices/Documents/Resident%20Children%200-

19%20at%20March%202011.pdf 
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I did not have responses from three large churches and a handful of smaller churches known to be delivering youth work and so based on the knowledge I 

have of these churches and their youth work an estimate was made of 120 additional young people being worked with by those churches who did not 

respond.  I believe this is a conservative estimate.  Furthermore since the research was conducted new work has begun in Weston and Oldfield Park areas 

of Bath and Bath YFC is in the process of launching youth cafes during the autumn term across the city.  

All responses except one, from Keynsham, were from Bath electoral wards.  For the purposes of this research we have focused on the information gathered 

from the electoral wards that make up the city of Bath and so the figures received from St. John’s Church in Keynsham have not been included in the 

analysis. 

It is worth noting that response came from across the denominational spectrum including Methodist, Anglican, Baptist and Independent Churches. 

Findings from the research 

The number of young people worked with on a weekly basis based on the responses is 1279, however including the young people from the churches who 

did not respond I believe that a conservative estimate of 10-19 year olds in Bath engaging with youth work delivered by the Christian faith community is 

1399  each week.  This is 11.2% of the Bath 10-19 year old population.  This has increased from about 600 who had weekly contact in 2005. 

321 of the 1279 worked with are from a church/Christian background.  When non respondents (highlighted above) are taken into account I believe the 

figure to be 400-450.  This would mean that over 3% of the 10-19 Bath population would be considered ‘churched’.   

951 of 1279 worked with are not from a church background.  When non respondents (highlighted above) are taken into account believe the figure to be 

closer to 1000.  This means that about 1 in 12 of young people from a non church background are part of youth work delivered by the Christian faith 

community every week, which equates to about 8% of the 10-19 population of Bath. 

This offers an encouraging picture of growing weekly engagement with 10-19s in Bath showing more than 100% increase in numbers of young people 

engaged with.  In terms of young people from a church/Christian background there has been little increase.  This is itself is encouraging as all too often 

reports suggest an ongoing loss of young people from local churches.  Research from Christian Research would suggest that the 10-19 age bracket is such a 

formative time, when young people will often choose whether to continue in their faith or not to.  The investment in Christian youth workers has clearly 

been important in maintaining this level as again research from Christian Research would suggest that though numbers of young people leaving church is 

slowing, the numbers of 10-19s in churches is still decreasing year on year.   
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Encouragingly there has been 280% increase in numbers of young people not from a church background engaged with every week by the Christian faith 

community in the last few years.  These figures appear to demonstrate that the discipleship work with 10-19 year old Christian/churched young people has 

remained consistent whilst, the work with those not from a church background has increased significantly in line with a significant increase in the number 

of youth workers in churches who have a focus on those not from a church background.  On the face of it at least the Christian faith community appears to 

be taking seriously its ‘calling’ to those young people outside the church. 

Case Study 1 

An example would be the youth worker Clive Bennett in Weston.  Six years ago he was employed as a church based youth worker.  A year ago his role shifted 

to a community youth work post, and All Saints Weston has also recruited another youth worker who has a primary focus of discipleship of those from a 

church background.  Smaller churches too have also invested more in youth work.  The Methodist Church has made significant investment in youth work with 

the employment and training of Steve Moore as their youth worker, who has in turn fundraised for a session worker to continue to strengthen the work he is 

doing.  Beechen Cliff Methodist Church now has a thriving mission focused youth work where all the young people they work with are not from a church 

background.  {ǘΦ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŀŘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛstry trainee youth workers placed with them, which has seen an 

increase in the work they are able to do.  Churches have also invested in infrastructure with Ascension Church, Hay Hill Baptist Church ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ Church 

investing in the space they have for youth work over the last five years.  At Bath YFC there has been a growing staff team over the last six years meaning that 

we are able to work in all bar one of the state secondary schools every week as well as more communities than ever before.  

Encouragingly it looks like the trend will continue upwards with several churches considering their vision for youth and children’s work at the moment and 

we know of at least one more church investing in ‘youth space’ in their church building over the next year. 

It is clear that the investment of the Christian faith community in workers has made a difference.  Facilities are clearly important but it is the growth in the 

number of youth workers that has meant over 11% of 10-19 population have weekly contact with Christian youth workers.  Furthermore, the growth in 

numbers of young people engaged with from non church background is closely correlated with a clear shift in emphasis of many churches to engage more 

and more with young people from outside of church. 

Schools 

Whilst the work of schools and impact of assemblies is beyond the remit of this research, it is worth just commenting on what is happening in schools from 

an anecdotal perspective.  I have highlighted the work of schools as it is an important part of the cultural and social context in which the youth workers 

from the Christian faith community work. 
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If we are to include Christian schools and school assemblies delivered by school chaplains, Bath YFC and youth workers in the city within the figures then 

during the course of a year over half the state school population of 56112 will experience an assembly with Christian content.  Those in St. Mark’s School 

and St. Gregory’s School (just over 1100) will have a Christian assembly every week.  In the other schools an assembly with Christian content will be a lot 

less often and will be delivered by the Gideon’s, who focus on year 7 pupils, Christian teachers and Bath YFC who deliver assemblies in most of the state 

secondary schools at Christmas and Easter. 

Of the private schools in Bath, Monkton Combe and Kingswood have a faith basis and both have chaplains.  These schools also have a weekly act of 

worship.  During the last five years King Edward’s School has appointed a part-time chaplain, strengthening the Christian witness in the school.  Bath College 

also has a chaplain who is employed by Bath Abbey. 

Although St. Mark’s and St. Gregory’s deliver weekly acts of worship they have not been included because on the whole acts of worship in schools tend to 

be presentational rather than building relationships between the person delivering and those attending.  However it still presents an encouraging picture 

which means that each week over 1100 young people will experience a Christian act of worship and over the course of the year over 50% of 10-19s in Bath 

will experience a Christian act of worship.  The figures may in fact be higher as all schools have Christian staff who may well deliver Christian assemblies.  

Again this is beyond the remit of this research and so remains an unknown.  Finally, the recent agreement of the local authority to build a Christian faith 

based sixth form college at the St. Gregory’s site will mean that there will be an increase of Christian faith based education delivery for those who are 16+. 

Findings about the delivery of the work 

- In terms of the sex of the young people worked with across the city it was evenly split with 51% being boys and 49% girls. 

- 85 sessions are delivered each week and taking into account non respondents this is more likely to be nearer 100, which means over the course of a 

year based on a term time year of 39 weeks there are 3900 sessions of youth work delivered by the Christian faith community. 

- There are over 123 hours of youth work provision provided by the Christian faith community each week and using the academic year of 39 weeks this 

works out to be nearly 5000 hours of youth provision per year. 

- There is the equivalent of 19.65 full-time Christian faith community funded youth workers in Bath based on the response to my questionnaire.  I am 

aware of at least one other full-time youth worker employed by a local church which did not respond.  This is incredible considering the 10-19 

population of 12,535 and again demonstrates the investment the Christian faith community is making to young people in Bath. 

- There are at least 133 volunteers (probably nearer 150-160) giving time every week to youth work in Bath 

                                                           
2
 According to the B&NES Secondary School Census 2010, 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Education%20and%20Learning/childrens%20services/Secondary%20Census-October%202010.pdf 
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- Between paid and voluntary staff every week 799.5 hours of worker time are being given every week towards 10-19s work, which over the course of a 

year equates to over 41,500 hours per annum.  (I have based this on 52 weeks as paid youth workers are included in this total and are employed during 

school holidays). 

It is difficult to put a financial cost on this but if we conservatively say that an hour of a youth worker’s time costs about £20 per hour then with the 

equivalent of 19.65 full-time youth workers working 37.5 hours per week this means that over the course of a year the Christian faith community is 

investing about £766,000 in paid staff.  When I include volunteer time based on the same rate and it makes an equivalent of over £900,000 contribution in 

terms of time invested in 10-19s work by the Christian faith community.  Taking into account those that did not respond and investment in capital and 

running costs for youth work delivery, this figure would be at least £1 million per annum.  To put this into context the local authority youth service (the 

whole of B&NES) budget is about £700,000.  This figure demonstrates the huge contribution that the Christian faith community make to youth work in Bath. 

Interaction level 

It is quite possible to meet with young people every week but for the interaction to be so minimal as not to make a meaningful difference in terms of 

building a relationship.  The questionnaire therefore asked respondents to rate what they felt was the level of interaction based on the following 

statements 

1. A school assembly, lesson or other presentation type event such as a youth service 

2. A session where you provide a space but do not offer a specific activity to create interaction and build relationships, e.g. a drop-in project 

3. A session where you provide a space and specific activity(ies) that bring the youth worker and young people together, e.g. a football project, 

detached work, after school activity club 

4. Small group work, e.g. Bible study or a group focused round a specific activity such as making a film / piece of music 

5. One to one work, e.g. mentoring session 

The average level of interaction was 3.2 and the most common level of interaction was 3 and 4.  These are encouraging findings suggesting that much of the 

work engaged in does intentionally foster relationships being built.  This is important, as I stated at the beginning of the report, the aim of this research was 

not simply to have a picture of the numbers of young people worked with but also the strength of that work and the potential it has to make a difference in 

the lives of young people.  This level of interaction suggests that the vast majority of the work delivered does make it possible for relationships to be built 

and hence provide the opportunity to affect positive change in the lives of young people. The research did not of course take account of the abilities of 

individual workers to connect and build relationships with young people.   
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Case Study 2 

Over the last few years there has been a significant growth in mentoring.  Five years ago as far as I am aware there was little or no one to one work 

delivered by church or Christian organisations other than in an informal and ad hoc way.  Many of the respondents noted that they engaged in mentoring in 

schools and communities.  Bath YFCs Accompanying Project (working with individual children and young people) has been taken up by at least four youth 

workers in local churches over the last year as well as being delivered by Bath YFC staff.  Other church youth workers also mentioned mentoring used as a 

discipleship tool as part of their youth work too.  This is an indication that youth workers are investing more and more in the sort of work where relationships 

are built between mentor and mentee.   

Faith interaction level 

One of the distinctive aspects of Christian faith based youth work is that it will often consider the exploring of faith (through all sorts of creative means) as 

central to its mission.  We asked respondents to rate the level of faith interaction as they saw it based on the following statements: 

1. No faith content and no intention of sharing faith in this setting 

2. No faith content but young people able to ask questions should they chose to 

3. Presentation of Christian message or aspects of it, e.g. through lesson, assembly, short talk in a session or youth service 

4. Group discussion  (and perhaps some presentation) of Christian message, e.g. in a small group, exploring faith group 

5. One to one conversation about faith with young person 

This is of course a very crude set of statements in terms of defining faith interaction level that are largely focused on a verbal faith interaction.  A more 

comprehensive approach would have included different learning styles and more interactive ways of exploring faith. However for the purposes of this 

research it was felt that this rating system was adequate enough to give an indication. 

The average level of faith interaction was 2.9 suggesting that young people are given opportunities to explore faith.  Interestingly and encouragingly the 

spread was broad, ranging from 1 – 5.  This is encouraging because it suggests that youth workers are not simply sharing faith orally or engaging in mission 

that is simply ‘word’ focused, through discussions and talks.  They understand that the Christian mission is about presence and ‘deeds’.  However it also 

challenges the trend highlighted by Collin-Mayo et al that a lot of youth workers have adopted a “strategic liberalism.”3  It is interesting that in churches and 

organisations with a well developed youth work the level of faith interaction ranged from 1-4/2-5/2-4 in most cases.  Again this seems to suggest that there 

                                                           
3
 Collins-Mayo et al, The Faith of Generation Y, Church House Publishing, London, 2010, pp96-98 
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is the opportunity for young people to explore faith at a variety of levels.  What we are unable to ascertain from this limited research is to understand how 

much crossover there is between different sessions with the same young people.  The question I am raising is; does someone who may come to a club 

where faith is not mentioned also go to something else where there is faith group discussion or to offer a another slant on this, do young people as they are 

discipled move from sessions with little or no faith interaction to greater faith interaction?  Anecdotally I am aware of some examples of this happening. 

Case Study 3 

An after school club run in partnership between a worker from Bath YFC and two church youth workers does include a football session with no explicit faith 

interaction however following the football young people have the option to come back to the church if they want to, where theǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ψ¢ƘƛƴƪǎƭƻǘΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

primarily Christian faith focused.  In addition to this, several young people from this group chose to go on an evangelistic summer camp this year and made 

faith commitments.  Since returning they are now involved in a weekly bible study with the two youth workers who took them away, one of whom is also 

there on a weekly basis at the football session.  Not only is this a great example of partnership and churches and organisations not getting possessive over 

ΨǘƘŜƛǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƴƻƴ ŎƘǳrch background to experience youth work that would cover 

faith interaction levels 1-4. 

 

In conclusion 

I think this audit offers an encouraging picture of the current state of youth and schools work delivered by Christian faith community in Bath as well as some 

important challenges.  I will start with the encouragements.  I think that churches and Christians in the city should celebrate the commitment made by 

churches and Christians in Bath towards youth and schools work in Bath and the achievements of this work. I would also encourage those who read this 

from outside the Christian faith community to recognise the value and the scale of the youth work being delivered by the Christian faith community in Bath.   

Whilst we should not go over the top it is important to celebrate what is good and in current climate of gloom the findings of this report offer some cheer.  

We are not always very good a celebrating graciously as it seems to some perhaps not to be very humble!  However, with humility I think we can thank God 

for what he is doing and celebrate what is going on among young people in Bath, whilst being careful in no way to become conceited or complacent.  The 

following are list of reasons to be encouraged: 

- In the present economic climate of economic cuts it is encouraging to see the Christian faith community in Bath investing in work that engages with so 

many young people, many of whom are vulnerable for a variety of reasons 
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- The growth in engagement with young people and in particular those from a non-church background 

- The denominational and church tradition spectrum from which youth work is being delivered 

- The positive working relationships between youth workers in Bath – making partnership possible 

- The numbers of people who volunteer their time 

- The commitment of paid and voluntary youth workers to young people in Bath, whether from a faith, other faith or non-faith background 

- The time and resources given to Bath in the delivery of the different aspects of youth and schools work 

- The depth of interaction that suggests this is not simply about numbers of young people the Christian faith community are engaging with but also that 

relationships are being built 

- The way youth work delivered by the Christian faith community in Bath is providing a genuine ‘youth service’ but remains distinctive not simply 

engaging in a ‘strategic liberalism’.  Young people are offered opportunities to explore faith if they want to and are doing so. 

- Although not explored in any depth here; the support of the Local Authority Youth Service, has been very positive and relationships between the local 

Christian faith community and the Local Authority Youth Service are strong. 

At the time of writing this report I am aware of a Sunday youth event ‘The Gathering’ having been established and Bath YFC has received emails from  

several young Christians wanting to set up Christians Unions in their schools.  Furthermore as already mentioned churches where currently youth work 

delivery is minimal are beginning to explore their vision for youth and schools work at this time; I am aware of three.  These things and the encouragements 

highlighted above are all reasons to believe that sustainable and meaningful growth can continue.  However it would be a mistake to sit back and be 

satisfied with things as they are.  This progress has only happened because people across the city have not been satisfied.  That healthy dissatisfaction that 

there are young people with little to do, a lack of aspiration and hope and (sadly) a growing number in poverty should only strengthen our resolve that the 

message of the gospel is good news for all and we have a responsibility to strive, struggle and pursue the continued outworking of that within the context of 

youth work in Bath.  With this in mind I think the research asks us to consider some questions. 

- How can we continue to strengthen the Christian faith community’s ability to communicate well with one another and work together as it clear that 

everyone has something to offer? 

- How do we make sure that the mission of the church to young people remains true to the totality of the Christian call? 

- Is the current level of investment of time and resources sustainable – how can we make it sustainable? 

- How do we grow the work of the Christian faith community among young people in a sustainable way? 

- How do we continue to build trust between the Christian faith community and others who deliver youth provision? 

- Where could we work more closely with our voluntary sector and local authority colleagues? 

- How do maintain our distinctiveness and what does that mean in practice? 
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- How can we intentionally offer young people the opportunity to explore faith? 

I hope this will prompt you the reader to consider these questions, and probably some I may not have raised.   

The aim of this report has only been to inform and better understand the picture, at a reasonably ‘light’ level, of youth and schools work delivered by the 

Christian faith community in Bath.  However based on the picture that has been presented I want to offer a few recommendations (in no particular order) 

that may help point a way forward: 

We need to work in partnership – Resources, whether they are people or funds, are always going to be stretched.  It is always going to be a challenge to 

engage with all the young people in communities and schools around Bath that we would like to.  However the tale of the last few years has been that 

partnership is central to seeing more young people engaging with projects delivered by the Christian faith community.  When considering partnership we 

also need to look beyond the Christian faith community and consider how we can partner with those in the local authority and voluntary sector as well as 

those in other churches. 

Building relationships must remain imperative – Whilst there will always be a tendency to judge success by numbers, it is encouraging that this report 

illustrates that work being carried out has relationship building at its heart.  This approach should continue to be nourished in the coming years.  It is central 

to building trust with young people and our partners in whatever the work is. 

We need to be committed – It would be too simple to suggest we need to stick around for ever to make a difference.  However it would be true to say that 

if relationships are to be at the heart of what we do and if it is through relationship that change is affected then we need to be committed to those young 

people we work with and those partners we work alongside for however long that takes. 

We need to equip, encourage and empower people to work with young people – Working with young people can be very rewarding, it is also challenging;  

this is particularly the case when we start to engage with those whose lives are full of pain and difficulties.  If we are to sustain and grow what we do then 

the Christian faith community needs to invest in the people who are engaging in the work.  This could include formal training such as a degree or it could 

simply mean signposting volunteers to training delivered by the local authority or another voluntary sector organisation.  We need to understand what 

those who work with young people need to be equipped for the task and then provide support for them along the way. 

We need to be intentional – I quoted the observations of Collins-Mayo et al earlier in this report and their findings, that youth workers in the Christian faith 

community do not have the will or ability to share faith, are stark.  I think that in Bath we have the foundations to intentionally share faith rooted in service 

and love, and that is happening.  We need to understand intentional mission doesn’t mean ‘preaching at people’ (although preaching may be part of the 



Bath Youth for Christ is a registered charity 1067198, www.bathyfc.co.uk, admin@bathyfc.co.uk, Follow us on Twitter @BathYFC 
 

mission outworked).  The challenge is to serve young people not with an agenda, but an understanding that serving young people through mission meets 

their deepest physical, emotional, social and spiritual needs.  This includes the sharing of the good news message of Jesus and offering young people 

opportunities to respond to that.  I find Tom Wright’s description of mission as “Justice, Beauty and Evangelism”4 very helpful, sentiments echoed by John 

Stott in his book, The Radical Disciple. 

We need to pray –  When Bath YFC was about to launch its schools work a few years ago I remember being told about some ladies of a certain age who had 

over the last thirty years been praying for the schools of Bath.  When they had heard about what we were doing, they had been deeply encouraged, 

regarding it as an answer to the prayers they had persistently uttered over the last thirty years.  The work of the Christian faith community needs to be 

undergirded by prayer.  Prayer is indeed a mystery but we know that Jesus not only prayed but taught his followers how to pray.  We need to pray for 

young people, for one another and for all those, whether in the Christian faith community or not, who are involved in delivering youth and schools work in 

Bath. 

I will finish with a story.   

Jon (not his real name) is lad who I have worked with over the last four years as part of our football club in run with Sladebrook Evangelical Church.  He has 

come along weekly, enjoyed the football, become a better footballer, made new friends, explored faith, chosen to continue his faith journey and got involved 

in helping out along the way.  Before the summer Steve from Beechen Cliff Methodist Church offered Jon and his friends the opportunity to go on a Christian 

Summer Camp (see case study 3).  During that time Jon responded to the Christian message that he heard on the camp but that he has also seen rooted in 

action at the after school project.  After the camp Steve and Rob (another youth worker in Bath ς partnership truly in action), offered the boys an 

opportunity to study the Bible if they wanted to.  Jon and his friends jumped at the chance and have spent several weeks doing so.  Recently Jon announced 

to {ǘŜǾŜΣ άLΩǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ŀ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ  LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅ ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Bible study group after making that 

statement and last week at the end of the football and club session Jon showed interest in my week ahead and when asked said he would like me to pray for 

Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΦ  LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊe Jon meant what he said to Steve about Christianity however his actions seem to suggest otherwise.    This is 

the challenge we face.  The challenge is presented yes by questions raised by the research but the real questions are raised by the real lives of the young 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ WƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜ ƛǎΤ ǿƛƭƭ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΦ  Am I up for it?  Are we up for it? 

 

                                                           
4
 Surprised by Hope, Wright T, SPCK, London, 2010 
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Appendix 1 Audit of Church / Christian faith youth and schools work in Bath 

Introduction 

Thank you for taking the time to do this audit. 

Over the last five years the Church in Bath has been delivering more and more youth and schools work.  We are keen to try and record what is happening.   

Once we have collated the results there will be an evening where the findings will be presented and we will also email out a report to all churches and other 

interested organisations.  This will be helpful in providing information to those who are looking to know what youth and schools work is happening in their 

local community.  However it will also be useful in providing a picture of how much youth and schools work the Church is delivering in Bath.  As you will 

note the audit is to record activity working with those in the age bracket 10-19. 

The findings of this audit will be presented in early Autumn (date and venue TBC) to which you will be invited.  The evening will include a presentation of 

‘The picture of Christian faith based youth and schools work in Bath and the surrounding area’ and as well as serving to inform, will be an 

opportunity to network with other youth workers and share stories. 

I hope that doing such an exercise it will be a source of encouragement and inspiration for those of us working with young people in Bath.  Please could you 

email back your responses as soon as possible.  As a gentle nudge... for all those who fill out and send back the form by Friday 22nd July, your 

name will be entered into a prize draw to win a £50 Amazon voucher.  The draw will take place at the gathering highlighted above where ‘The 

Picture of Christian faith based youth and schools work’ will be presented. 

If you have any questions please email james@bathyfc.co.uk.  Thanks again for getting involved. 

Every blessing 

 

James Vaughton - Director – Bath YFC 

mailto:james@bathyfc.co.uk


Bath Youth for Christ is a registered charity 1067198, www.bathyfc.co.uk, admin@bathyfc.co.uk, Follow us on Twitter @BathYFC 
 

Church / Christian faith based youth work audit 

Project / 
programme 
name and very 
brief description 

Day Time 
(give 
times 
and 
length of 
session 

Frequency Age 
group 
(10-13 
/13-15 
/15-18)* 

Total no. 
of young 
people 
attending 

Number of 
young people 
who are 
Christian 
/Church 
background  

Number of 
young 
people who 
have little or 
no church 
background 

Girls Boys Level of 
interaction 
** 

Level of faith 
interaction*** 

E.g. Art Academy 
After school art 
club 

Tuesday 4-5.30pm 
(1.5 
hours) 

Weekly 10-13 
&13-15 

12 5 7 6 6 3 2 
 

            

            

Additional questions: 

Church/Organisation name:       How many volunteers serve in your youth work?   

Do you have a paid youth worker(s)?    How many?  Total hours worked per week by staff and volunteers?  

How could Bath YFC better serve the local church? 

Key to filling out the form 

Some of this is very much self-explanatory but other bits are not, so below is an attempt to make it as clear as possible.  If you still have questions please do 

email james@bathyfc.co.uk 

Project/Programme: Please name the project as it is promoted 
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Time: Please state the times the project runs and the duration of the session 

Frequency: Please state whether the project is; weekly, every other week, monthly, termly, annually, one-off etc 

*Age group: Pick one or more 

**Key for level of interaction (there may be more than one level of interaction in a session, if so please pick more than one number): 

6. A school assembly, lesson or other presentation type event such as a youth service 

7. A session where you provide a space but do not offer a specific activity to create interaction and build relationships, e.g. a drop-in project 

8. A session where you provide a space and specific activity(ies) that bring the youth worker and young people together, e.g. a football project, 

detached work, after school activity club 

9. Small group work, e.g. Bible study or a group focused round a specific activity such as making a film / piece of music 

10. One to one work, e.g. mentoring session 

***Key for level of faith interaction: 

6. No faith content and no intention of sharing faith in this setting 

7. No faith content but young people able to ask questions should they chose to 

8. Presentation of Christian message or aspects of it, e.g. through lesson, assembly, short talk in a session or youth service 

9. Group discussion  (and perhaps some presentation) of Christian message, e.g. in a small group, exploring faith group 

10. One to one conversation about faith with young person 

Additional questions: Please fill these out as accurately as possible.  A best guess is better than nothing. 

PLEASE RETURN FORMS TO James Vaughton either by post to Bath YFC, c/o Hay Hill Baptist Church, Fountain Buildings, Bath.  BA1 5DU or by email to 

james@bathyfc.co.uk 

 


